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near the Volga. On the I4th September he left the court of Batu, and on the 27th December reached the court of Mangu Khan near Karakorum, where he remained for more than six months. On the roth July 1254 he commenced his journey back, and on the i6th September arrived again at the court of Batu. Hence he proceeded along the western shore of the Caspian Sea to Derbend, traversed Great Armenia, went to Icowwm, Little Armenia, Cyprus, and finally reached, in September 1255, Accon (in Palestine), where he wrote the report of his jouiney.
The third traveller in the thirteenth century through Central Asia, whose name frequently appears in these pages, is Marco Polo, the most valuable of all Western authorities with respect to the mediaeval geography of Asia. He was a young man when he accompanied his uncles, who were merchants, across the Asiatic continent to Khanbalik or Peking. They set out in 1271, travelled by way of Bagdad to Hormuz on the Persian Gulf, then turning northwards, traversed Kermau and Khorassan, Balkh and Badakhshan, and reached the Pamir steppe. This they crossed, and then continued by way of Kashgar, Yarkand, Khotan, by Lake Lobnor and Tangut, until they reached Kubilai's court 111 1275. M. Polo remained seventeen years in China. He left it in 1292, and returned by sea, visiting many ports in the Indian, seas. In 1295 he reached Venice, his native place. My quotations from M. Polo's travels refer to the magnificent edition published by Colonel Yule> the " Book of Ser Marco Polo? in two volumes, second edition, 1875.
As to Odoric, Marignolli, and other mediaeval travellers to China in the fourteenth century, I rely upon Colonel Yule's "Cathay and the Way Thither," 1866.
Among the works to which reference will be made in this part of my researches, I may finally mention JEaramzin's "History of Bussia? published 1815-29, in twelve volumes. This extensive work gives the original